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Those who suffered here were so far from deserving any pity,
at least most of 'em and those of the best fashion . . . that they
showed no show of repentance as if they died in an ill cause but
justified their treason and gloried in it.

James and Jeffreys subsequently attempted to shift responsibility
for the Bloody Assizes upon each other, but they would have done
better to have kept quiet: their disclaimers were entirely uncon-
vincing, and the current opinion after the Revolution, except among
the relatives and friends of the victims, was that, though the punish-
ments had been excessive, there was nothing much in them to com-
plain about: "for though the executions were by law just, yet never
were the deluded people all capitally punished"; Jeffreys gloried in
his butchery; when his campaign was drawing to a close he wrote to
James from Bristol:

I will pawn my life and that which is dearer to me, my loyalty,
that Taunton and Bristol and the County of Somerset too shall
know their duty to God and their King before I leave them;

and on the previous day, in his charge "at the City of Bristol ... in
his return from his Western Campaign", he had employed similar
language.

James was so little concerned at the time that he left London on
September 14 to visit Winchester and Portsmouth. He wrote two letters
to William in which he alluded to the trials of the rebels as a mere matter
of routine. On September 10 he wrote:

Lord Chief Justice is making his campaign in the West and when
the parliament meets some of the peers which are in custody will
be tried;

and on September 24:

As for news there is little stirring except that Lord Chief Justice
has almost done his campaign; he has already condemned several
hundreds, some of which are already executed, more are to be and
the rest sent to the plantations.

His defence as stated in his memoirs reads:

The punishment of Monmouth's followers raised discontents.
A Commission of oyer and terminer was issued to the Lord Chief
Justice Jeffreys to go down into the West and inflict such punish-
ments as the example of former reigns and the security of the
present seemed to require. But imprudent zeal, or some said avarice